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Hello, 
 
In September of 2025, Department staff confirmed the presence of oak wilt infecting 
trees at a few sites in the towns of South Bristol, Naples, Middlesex, and Italy. Oak wilt 
is a serious tree disease that was first detected in the Great Lakes Region of the United 
States in 1944. Since that time it has spread throughout the Midwest, killing thousands 
of oak trees each year. Oak wilt causes blockage of the water conducting vessels of oak 
trees, slowing the movement of water within the tree. This causes the leaves to wilt and 
drop off. Infected red oak trees typically die within a few weeks. White oaks may also be 
killed, though it can take years. 
 
The disease spreads from tree to tree through underground root systems and by 
beetles that are attracted to the fungal spores of infected trees. In addition, the spread 
of oak wilt disease is associated with the movement of firewood. The Department has 
established a Quarantine District and Protective Zone encompassing the towns of South 
Bristol, Middlesex, and Italy, as well as neighborhoods in Bristol and Naples, to help 
prevent the spread of this fungus to the surrounding area and other areas of the state.  
 
Movement of oak wood and firewood are prohibited by the Oak Wilt Quarantine District, 
without the written consent of the Department. Limited transportation permits may be 
obtained by reaching out to your local DEC office. The Quarantine District does not 
regulate the cutting of trees, but the Department recommends sealing prunes on oaks 
with asphalt or latex-based paint within and around the quarantine to prevent the 
potential for spore-carrying beetles to infect new oak trees. The Department will be 
monitoring trees for oak wilt symptoms with aerial surveys, ground surveys, and 
sampling throughout the growing season.  
 
Below is a copy of the Emergency Order that established the Oak Wilt Quarantine 
District and a fact sheet describing it in more detail. Please call DEC Forester Brice 
June, 585-226-5330 with any questions regarding the quarantine or email 
foresthealth@dec.ny.gov with pictures to report symptomatic trees. You may also visit 
DEC’s oak wilt web page at https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/forest-health/oak-wilt 
to learn more about this disease and the quarantine. Your cooperation with these 
regulations is appreciated and will assist DEC with this eradication effort. 
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