
 

 

Town of Middlesex 

Regular Meeting 

January 8 , 2026 

 

Present:   David Adam, Supervisor 

   Austin Liddiard, Council Member 

Paul Mitchell, Council Member 

Stephanie Betts, Council Member 

 

Absent:   Leon Button, Council Member    

 

Recording:   Rebecca Moore, Town Clerk 

 

Also Present:   Ed Bronson Yates County Legislature  

Dale Wilson, Noah Earl and Will XXXXXXXX 

 

Call to Order/Pledge  



 

 

Supervisor Adam called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall, 1216 State Route 245, 

Middlesex NY. He led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Open Public Comments 7:00 PM 

Hearing none 

Close public comments 7:00 PM  

Executive session called into order by Council Member Betts in the name of personnel– seconded by 

Council Member Liddiard @ 7:01 PM   

Council Member Mitchell makes motion to exit executive session and seconded by Council Member 

Betts at 7:18 PM   

REENTER OPEN SESSION AT 7:19 pm 

Request to approve December 11, 2025 board meeting minutes was approved by Council Member Betts 

and Council Member Liddiard seconded approval, all in favor 

Town Clerk Report Town Clerk report submitted to the Town Board.  

     

Tax Assessor- Patrick Grimaldi 

Sent out exemption forms 

Highway/Buildings/Grounds 

Highway Superintendent report submitted to the Town Board.   



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

*Live edge blades that scrapes the road and uses 30% less salt.  It is sold by the foot and 

totals $3,330.00 for a 10 wheeler.  These blades last twice as long.  Goal is to outfit a 

new truck with the blades each year.  Next replacement isn’t until February.   



 

 

*Currently, already met last years salt usage for the whole winter. Defineitly been 

plowing and salting more this winter season compared to last winter season.  

*requesting to purchase the manual truck due to cheaper cost and more control of 

truck.  Payment for truck will be into next year.  Need to place order now in order to get 

at later date.  

Water District Superintendent – Alan  Williams 

Pipe delivered for water project 

Code Enforcement Officer – Alan Pierce 

Code Enforcement report submitted to the Town Board.   

 

  

Historian – Amberle Kelly 

 



 

 

Yates County Legislature – Ed Bronson 

David Adam, Supervisor  

Set date for public hearing for the February Public Hearing regarding the Local Law Solar Moratorium as 

well as Tax Cap override  - determined date is next board meeting on 2/12/26 @ 7 PM  

Discuss 2nd distribution ESD Infrastructure Grant application for Yates County Town’s & Villages – up to 

$500k – reaching out to see what new playground would look like  

Discuss hiring ChalifouxLaw, pc effective 12/16/2025 for legal guidance for the Zoning Board of Appeals 

upcoming projects due to current attorney conflict of interest  

Williamson Law Book Co annual Town Clerk Plus software support contract 

Notice of Intent from the Town of Potter to be the lead agency for SEQRA Purposes for adoption of short-

term rental facility regulations local law – no opposition, therefore, no action 

 



 

 

Ted Carman’s ZBA Candidate – Pat Stringer 

David, 

This is to submit Pat Stringer for consideration and approval as a candidate for the 

Middlesex Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Pat is an engaged resident of Middlesex residing with her husband Gordie at 731 East 

Lake Road. Pat is an active and key volunteer at the Friendship House having served as 

treasurer and in its operation and outreach to the community. 

Her work experience and background include decades of work in the legal field in various 

capacities with different firms in the multi county area. Her experience includes work in 

real estate, trusts and estates along with litigation preparation. She recently retired from 

the legal field and is seeking a challenging opportunity and a larger role in the 

community. 

  Pat has an associate's degree plus additional education in accounting and other areas. 

 For background I have interviewed Pat and feel she would make a good candidate for 

the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

  Respectfully, 

   Edward H. Carman 

Chairperson Middlesex ZBA 

Discuss Oath of Office for the Town of Middlesex 

FEMA update- completed with lake and crewwork.  Simply waiting for the payment for admin work to be 

received.  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Open PUBLIC COMMENTS @ 7:56 PM 

 Dave Wilson- asked if we were putting up snow fence this year.  Highway Superintendent replied 

that it will be put up next week as it is already on the schedule.  Dave Wilson asked why it isn’t put up 

sooner.  Highway Superintendent replied that they went directly from paving to plowing in the same 

week and they hadn’t stopped until this week and the ground was too soft and incredibly unsafe due to 

the fast unthaw and rain.  

Hearing no other comments; 

Close PUBLIC COMMENTS at 7:59 

Motions 

Motion to adopt A, B, C & D in one motion on operations for the Town of Middlesex: 



 

 

A. TOWN BOARD MEETING DATES: 
The second Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM be set as the regular Town Board meeting dates 

and accept rules of procedure for those meetings. 

B. DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL TOWN NEWSPAPER: 

The Canandaigua Daily Messenger be designated as the official newspaper for the Town of 

Middlesex. 

C. ATTORNEY FOR THE TOWN: 

Jeff Graff be appointed Attorney for the Town of Middlesex. 

D. HEALTH OFFICER FOR THE TOWN:  

The Robert J. Ostrander MD be appointed as Health Officer for the Town of Middlesex  

Motion by Council Member Mitchell – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following motion was 

adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

RESOLUTIONS 

SUPERVISOR APPOINTMENTS 

Resolution # 1-26 

RESOLVE that Paul Mitchell, Board member, be appointed Deputy Supervisor. 

On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 2-26 

RESOLVE that Denise Adam be appointed Bookkeeper/ Water Bill Collector. 

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Mitchell, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

TOWN CLERK APPOINTMENTS: 

Resolution # 3-26 

RESOLVE that Denise Adam will be appointed Deputy Town Clerk. 



 

 

On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

CODE ENFORCEMENT APPOINTMENTS: 

Resolution # 4-26 

RESOLVE that  Alan Pearce to be appointed Code Enforcement Officer 

On a resolution by Council Member Mitchell – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

WATER APPOINTMENTS: 

Resolution # 5-26 

RESOLVE that Alan Williams to be appointed Water Superintendent 

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

HISTORIAN APPOINTMENTS: 

Resolution # 6-26 

RESOLVE that Amberlee Kelly to be appointed Town Historian 

On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Mitchell, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT APPOINTMENTS: 

Resolution # 7-26 

RESOLVE that Tim Soles be appointed Deputy Highway Superintendent  

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Mitchell, the following 

resolution was adopted: 



 

 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

TOWN HALL CUSTODIAN APPOINTMENTS: 

Resolution # 8-26 

RESOLVE that Amberlee Kelly to be appointed Town Hall cleaner  

On a resolution by Council Member Mitchell – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

APPOINTMENTS/POLICIES – RELATED TO COURTS: 

Resolution # 9-26 

RESOLVE that Debbie Craig be appointed court clerk for Justice Randolph. 

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 10-26 

RESOLVE that the town Justice’s records and docket were audited and no issues were found. We hereby 

resolve to approve the town justice records and docket. 

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Mitchell, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

Roll Call: 

 David Adam  Aye   

 Austin Liddiard  Aye   

 Stephaine Betts  Aye   

 Paul Mitchell  Aye  

APPOINTMENTS/POLICIES – RELATED TO PLANNING BOARD/ZBA: 

Resolution # 11-26 

RESOLVE that Elizabeth Altemus be appointed as PB/ZBA Clerk 



 

 

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Mitchell, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 12-26 

RESOLVE that following be appointed for the Planning Board: 

 Case Smeenk  Chairman  

 Nathan Duffy Planning Board Member 

 Gordon Stringer Planning Board Member 

 Terry Mott  Planning Board Member 

On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 13-26 

RESOLVE that following be appointed for the Zoning Board of Appeals 

 Edward Carman  Chairman 

 Richard DeMallie  ZBA Member 

 Win (Robert) Harper ZBA Member 

 David Wilson  ZBA Member 

 Patricia Stringer   ZBA Member    

On a resolution by Council Member Mitchell – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

APPOINTMENTS/POLICIES – RELATED TO FISCAL RELATED ISSUES: 

Resolution # 14-26 

RESOLVE that the Supervisor and Deputy Supervisor be authorized to pay vouchers before the Town 
Board meeting.  (Includes but is not limited to utilities, fuel, insurance, etc.) 
 



 

 

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 15-26 

RESOLVE that the Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk are hereby authorized to sign checks related to the Town 
Clerk, Tax Collection, Water Bills, and escrow accounts. 
 
On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Mitchell, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 16-26 

 
RESOLVE that the Standard Work Day be: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM (8 hours) 
 
On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL TOWN DEPOSITORY: 

Resolution # 17-26 

RESOLVE That Lyons National Bank is designated as official depository for the Town of Middlesex, with 
the Supervisor and Deputy Supervisor authorized to sign checks and other financial papers. 
 
On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 
resolution was adopted: 
 
ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 
 
  Nays 0  

 

END of Annual Organizational resolutions 

 

Resolution # 18-26 

RESOLVE to hire attorney ChalifouxLaw, pc effective December 16, 2025 to represent the Town of 



 

 

Middlesex Zoning Board of Appeals for legal guidance for upcoming projects due to current attorney 
conflict of interest  
 
On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 19-26 

RESOLVE to sign Williamson Law Book Co annual Town Clerk Plus software support contract for 1/1/26 to 
12/31/26 
 
On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 20-26 

RESOLVE to appoint Pat Stringer for a Zoning Board of Appeals Board member effective January 1, 2026 
with a four year term until 12/31/2030 with recommendation from ZBA Chair, Ted Carman  
 
On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 21-26 

RESOLVE to AMEND resolution 19-26 to appoint Pat Stringer for a Zoning Board of Appeals Board 
member effective January 1, 2026 with a four year term until 12/31/2029 with recommendation from 
ZBA Chair, Ted Carman  
 
On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 22-26 

RESOLVE to move overflow amount of $25,708.11 from DA Fund Balance to HA Fund Balance due to 
$65,000.00 being budgeted to pay the BAN  
 



 

 

On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Mitchell, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 23-26 

RESOLUTION TO RATIFY PRIOR BOARD ACTIONS 
 

 WHEREAS, Leon Button was elected as a Town Board member at the November 7, 2023 election to 

serve a four-year term beginning January 1, 2024; and 

 WHEREAS, Town Law §25 requires every town officer to file with the Town Clerk an oath of office 

within 30 days after the commencement of his or her term of office and Public Officers Law §30 provides that 

an office shall be vacant upon an elected officer’s “refusal or neglect to file his official oath . . . before or within 

thirty days after the commencement of the term of office for which he is chosen, if an elective office”; and 

 WHEREAS, Leon Button did not file an oath of office within 30 days after the commencement of his 

term of office that began on January 1, 2024, which made his office vacant; and 

 WHEREAS, despite his office having become vacant, Leon Button continued to sit with the Town 

Board and cast votes with the Town Board during 2024 and 2025 despite not filing his oath of office and his 

office becoming vacant; and 

 WHEREAS, any votes cast in 2024 and 2025 by Leon Button with the Town Board are invalid and 

cannot be counted as an official vote of the Town Board; and 

 WHEREAS, the Town Board now seeks to revisit and rectify certain past votes taken at the October 

9, 2025 Town Board regular meeting that included Leon Button’s vote as a deciding vote, such votes affecting 

Resolutions #40 – 46, to ensure proper governance and legal standing.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby revisits Resolution #40-25 and votes 

to ratify Resolution #40-25 and approve, retroactive to October 9, 2025, to grant permission for the CanLake 

Ultras Race on October 11 to race through Middlesex on the following race route: West Ave, SR 364, South 

Vine Valley Rd, South Lake Rd, Vine Valley Rd, North Vine Valley Rd, and Bare Hill Rd.; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby revisits Resolution #41-25 and votes to ratify Resolution #41-25 and 

to approve, retroactive to October 9, 2025, to pay audit of claims. October, 2025: 

o             Highway Fund claims Nos. 177-193 in the amount of $37,789.93 as set forth in abstract No 010 dated 

10/09/2025 

o             Water District claims Nos. 28-30 in the amount of $26,653.45 as set forth in abstract No 010 dated 

10/09/2025 

o             General Fund – Townwide claims Nos. 233-255 in the amount of $13,417.18 as set forth in abstract 

No 010 dated 10/09/2025; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby revisits Resolution #42-25 and votes to ratify Resolution #42-25 and 

approve, retroactive to October 9, 2025, acquisition on part of 22.02-1-34.1, 1078 Lincoln Avenue, in the 

amount of One Dollar ($1.00); and be it further 



 

 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby revisits Resolution #43-25 and votes to ratify Resolution #43-25 and 

approve, retroactive to October 9, 2025, for the Town of Middlesex to enter into a one-year lease agreement 

with the Vine Valley Store LLC as of January 1, 2026 until December 31,2026; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby revisits Resolution #44-25 and votes to ratify Resolution #44-25 and 

approve, retroactive to October 9, 2025, to enter into agreement and sign the contract for the 2025-2026 Snow 

& Ice Control Agreement with Yates County; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby revisits Resolution #45-25 and votes to ratify Resolution #45-25 and 

approve, retroactive to October 9, 2025, to publicly post Standard work day and reporting resolution for elected 

and appointed officials for a minimum of 30 days for the following NYSLRS members: 

o             Council Member Stephaine Betts 

o             Town Clerk Rebecca Moore           

o             Highway Superintendent Joshua Burnett; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby revisits Resolution #46-25 and votes to ratify Resolution #46-25 and 

approve, retroactive to October 9, 2025, to move $6,000.00 to Supervisor contract services for 2026 budget. 

 

 I, Rebecca Moore, Town Clerk of the Town of Middlesex do hereby certify that the 

aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Middlesex on January 

8 2026, by the following vote: 
 

        Aye  Nay 

  David Adam    __X____ ______ 

  Austin Liddiard    __X____ ______ 

  Paul Mitchell     __X___  ______ 

  Stephanie Betts    __X____ ______ 

 
Resolution # 24-26 
 

RESOLUTION TO FILL A VACANCY ON THE TOWN BOARD 
 

 WHEREAS, Leon Button was elected as a Town Board member at the November 7, 2023 election to 

serve a four-year term beginning January 1, 2024; and 

 WHEREAS, Town Law §25 requires every town officer to file with the Town Clerk an oath of office 

within 30 days after the commencement of his or her term of office and Public Officers Law §30 provides that 

an office shall be vacant upon an elected officer’s “refusal or neglect to file his official oath . . . before or within 

thirty days after the commencement of the term of office for which he is chosen, if an elective office”; and 

 WHEREAS, Leon Button did not file an oath of office within 30 days after the commencement of his 

term of office that began on January 1, 2024, which made his office vacant; and 



 

 

 WHEREAS, Town Law § 64 5. empowers the Town Board to fill vacancies in any town office and if 

“the appointment be made to fill a vacancy in an elective office, the person so appointed shall hold office until 

the commencement of the calendar year next succeeding the first annual election at which the vacancy may be 

filled”; and 

 WHEREAS, NYS has switched local, town elections to be held in even years such that the next annual 

election will be November 3, 2026, and 

 WHEREAS, should the Town Board appoint someone to fill this vacancy, such person would serve 

through December 31, 2026 and there would need to be an election for the remainder of this vacant term (being 

calendar year 2027), pursuant to Public Officers Law § 42, at the November 3, 2026 election.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board finds that Leon Button is qualified to hold 

the office of town council member; and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby appoints Leon Button to fill the vacancy in the vacant town council 

position until the commencement of the calendar year next succeeding the first annual election at which the 

vacancy may be filled. 

 I, Rebecca Moore, Town Clerk of the Town of Middlesex do hereby certify that the 

aforementioned resolution was adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Middlesex on January 

8 2026, by the following vote: 
 

        Aye  Nay 

  David Adam    __X____ ______ 

  Austin Liddiard    __X____ ______ 

  Paul Mitchell     __X____ ______ 

  Stephanie Betts    __X____ ______ 

 
 
Resolution # 25-26 
 

RESOLVED to pay audit of claims. December 31, 2025: 

• Highway Fund claims Nos. 226-234  in the amount of $42,912.54 as set forth in 
abstract No 013 dated 12/31/2025 

 

• Water District claims Nos. 37-38 in the amount of $13,176.95 as set forth in 
abstract No 013 dated 12/31/2025 

 

• General Fund – Townwide claims Nos. 303 - 317 in the amount of $10,749.63 as 
set forth in abstract No 013 dated 12/31/2025 

 

• Trust & Agency claims Nos. 11 in the amount of $4,328.53 as set forth in 
abstract No 013 dated 12/31/2025 



 

 

 

On a resolution by Council Member Liddiard – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 26-26 
 

RESOLVED to pay audit of claims. January 8, 2026: 

• Highway Fund claims Nos. 1-9 in the amount of $51,537.69 as set forth in 
abstract No 001 dated 01/08/2026 

 

• Water District claims Nos. 1-2 in the amount of $22,509.50as set forth in 
abstract No 001 dated 01/08/2026 

• General Fund – Townwide claims Nos. 1-8 in the amount of $12,790.69 as set 
forth in abstract No 001 dated 01/08/2026 

 

On a resolution by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

Resolution # 27-26 
 

RESOLVE to approve LINE ITEMS TRANSFERS for December 31, 2025 



 

 

 

On a resolution by Council Member Mitchell – seconded by Council Member Liddiard, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

 
Resolution # 28-26 
 
RESOLVE  to approve ordering the 2027 HX520 SFA for the amount of $320,791.90 
 
On a resolution by Council Member Mitchell – seconded by Council Member Betts, the following 

resolution was adopted: 

ADOPTED:  Ayes 4 Adam, Liddiard, Betts, Mitchell 

  Nays 0  

 

 

 



 

 

Adjourn 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Council Member Betts – seconded by Council 

Member Liddiard, with all in favor to adjourn the regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of 

Middlesex at 9:11 PM.   

 

  

 


